
Week 15- Friday, December 16th, 2022

What’s Happening @ EMPS!

EMPS YRP HOLIDAY HEROES CAMPAIGN - OUR COMMUNITY SPIRIT
COMES THROUGH ONCE AGAIN!
Our Toy and Warm Clothing Drive was a wonderful success!  Thank you to
students and families for their contributions !  Our Eagles always rise to
support our community!

EMPS Winter Concert - NEW DATE!!! - HOLD ON TO YOUR TICKETS!!!!
We were very disappointed that the weather forecast did not cooperate with all of our hard work and
preparations for the wonderful Concerts we had planned for this past week.

If you purchased tickets, please hold on to them and plan to join us on our new date:
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18TH, 2023

The Winter Concert will follow the same program.  We will not be releasing new tickets.  Please hold
on to the tickets you have and we will see you then!
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Lunch fundraisers for the New Year!
Families who are interested in continuing or joining the different lunch options for
January - March 2023 will have the opportunity to do so between Friday,
December 9th to Friday, December 23rd.  Please go to School Cash online for
details.

We will be continuing with our Monday Subway Lunches, Tuesday Pizza Lunches.  Please note that we
have increased the size of the slices for the Pizza lunch.  Each slice is 1/12 of a party size pizza.  Thank
you to families who reached out with their feedback.

The Just Catering food service will also continue to be an option for families with a portion of
proceeds supporting the school.

Please reach out if you have any questions.

LOST & FOUND:  We have a bin overflowing with lost items.  Over the next week we
will be asking students to walk by the tables in front of the library to retrieve lost
items.  Items left after December 23rd will be bagged and donated.
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EMPS wants to hear from families! If you have not already had
the opportunity, please take a few minutes to complete this
survey.  Questions are optional and anonymous.

The survey may also be accessed at this link: EMPS Family Survey
2022

Please join us for our School Council Meetings!
Our meetings are hosted in the library from 7:00 p.m.
Child minding is available, and for families who cannot join
us face-to-face, a virtual meet link is  shared on the day of
the event.  Our meetings for the remainder of the year are
on the following days: January 26, March 9, May 4

YRDSB Student and Family Surveys
We will be inviting all students in Grades 4-12 and students in Grades K-3 to
participate in the 2022-23 Every Student Counts Survey in the Spring of
2023. Surveys will be available online and will take approximately 20 minutes
to complete.

You and your child should have received a letter from the Board notifying
them that the survey will be taking place. The surveys will provide the Board and our schools with
valuable information about the learning experiences of students and families this year that are used
to inform Board and school planning and to support student achievement and well-being.

Students in Grades 4-12 will be given class time to complete the survey at schools. Students in
Grades K-3 are encouraged to complete the survey at home with their family. Families who do not
want their child(ren) to be sent an invitation to participate in the survey will be given a chance to opt
their child out of receiving the survey in the new calendar year.

As our first partners in education, we value input from families and encourage parents/guardians to
complete the survey. The information provided will be confidential and kept in strict accordance with
all relevant legislation.

Please contact Research Services at research.services@yrdsb.ca if you have any questions or visit the
Board website to learn more.
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https://forms.gle/68QNoUtJjfhhpUGPA
https://forms.gle/68QNoUtJjfhhpUGPA
mailto:research.services@yrdsb.ca
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/research-services/every-student-counts-survey
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YRDSB’s Student Mental Health and Addictions Newsletter -
December 2022
Dear Families,
In the November edition of the Student Mental Health and Addictions
Newsletter We took a closer look at the concept of Within. In this edition, we
continue to focus on the Student Mental Health and Addiction Strategy
(SMHAS): A Holistic Approach to Mental Health, Within Us, Between Us,
Around Us by taking a closer look at the concept of “Between” and “Around” and the associated priority
actions.

Newsletter linked here:: Student Mental Health and Addictions Newsletter December 2022
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https://www2.yrdsb.ca/node/3474
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/node/3474
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/mental-health/student-mental-health-and-addiction-strategy
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/mental-health/student-mental-health-and-addiction-strategy
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/student-support/mental-health/student-mental-health-and-addiction-strategy
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/node/3500
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IN THE COMMUNITY
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Weather Watch: Inclement Weather Days

When an Inclement Weather Day is announced, school bus and taxi transportation is
canceled.  School bus cancellation information is communicated through local media
outlets, the Student Transportation Services website, the Board’s website and Twitter
account and on the Board and school’s voicemail recording.

Parents are responsible for using their best judgment to decide whether or not to send their child(ren)
to school on days when buses are canceled and schools remain open.  In accordance with the Safe
Arrivals and Departures  Elementary Students policy and procedure;

● the school will not be following up on absences of students who are bused on a Board
declared extreme cold day, and

● the school will be following up on unreported absences of students who walk to school on a
Board declared an extreme cold weather day;

Parents are responsible for making arrangements to have their child(ren) picked up at the end of the
school day on days when school buses are canceled.

At Elder’s Mills, students will assemble in the gym for end-of-day dismissal.  Students who walk
home, will be dismissed as usual.  Students who are driven to school or who ride the bus will wait in
the gym until called.  On days when school buses are canceled, the bus loop will be used for pick up
and drop off.  We thank our families for their support and cooperation.

Pics of the Week!

A few of our  grade 2 and 3
students with Mr. White and
Mme Kamwiziku at the
Student Black Excellence
Conference hosted @
Discovery PS earlier this week.
Can you spot them in the
photo? Thank you to YRDSB’s
Black Excellence planning
team for this awesome
experience!
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http://www.schoolbuscity.com/
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On the Horizon….

December
19 - First Day of Hanukkah
21- Pancha Ganapati
21 - December Solstice

22 - Staff vs. Student Volleyball
23 - Last day of classes
25 - Christmas (Western)
26 - Kwanzaa
26 - Last Day of Hanukkah

January
1 - New Year’s Day
January 7 - Christmas (Eastern)
January 9 - Classes resume
WINTER CONCERT NEW DATE - JANUARY 18TH
January 20 - PA Day

Wishing you a wonderful weekend!  To our families beginning their Hanukkah festivities, we wish you
happy celebrations!

Eugenia Korinis Omari White
Principal Vice-Principal
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